POPULAR TALES

there. And why could not he make a shift to live on in the old
cabin, for a while, as others had done before his time well
enough ? A poor man should be contented with a poor house.
Where was the use, said they, of laying out the good ready
penny in a way that would bring nothing in ?

Farmer Gray calculated that he could not have laid out his
money to better advantage; for by these ten pounds he had
probably saved his wife, his children, and himself, from a
putrid fever, or from the rheumatism. The former inhabitants
of this house, who had been content to live with the dunghill
close to the window, and the green pool overflowing the kitchen,
and the sharp wind blowing in through the broken panes, had
in the course of a few years lost their health. The father of
the family had been crippled by the rheumatism, two children
died of the fever, and the mother had such an inflammation in
her eyes that she could not see to work, spin, or do anything.
Now the whole that was lost by the family sickness, the
doctor's bill, and the burying of the two children, all together,
came in three years to nearly three times ten pounds. There-
fore Mr. Gray was, if we only consider money, a very prudent
man. What could he or anybody do without health ? Money
is not the first thing to be thought of in this world ; for there
are many things that money cannot buy, and health is one of
them. ' Health can make money, but money cannot make
health,' said our wise farmer. * And then, for the value of a few
shillings, say pounds, we have light to see what we are doing,
and shelves, and a press to hold our clothes in. Why now,
this will be all so much saved to us, by and by ; for the clothes
will last the longer, and the things about us will not go to
wreck; and when I and the boys can come home after our
day's work to a house like this, we may be content.3

Having thus ensured, as far as it was in his power, health,
cleanliness, and comfort in his house, our hero and his sons
turned their attention to the farm. They set about to repair
all the fences; for the boys, though they were young, were
able to help their father in the farm: they were willing1 to
work, and happy to work with him. John, the eldest lad,
could set potatoes, and Robin was able to hold the plough: so
that Gray did not hire any servant-boy to help him; nor did
Mrs. Gray hire a maid. c Rose and I,' said she, < can manage
very well to look after the two cows, and milk them, and make